 SPC 1608.47 (Web Enhanced) SYLLABUS      Fall  2013-2014 

TR 4:00-5:15
COURSE:

SPC 1608.w47, Fundamentals of Speech,  CRN: 12234    room 1-147  TR 4:00-5:15 PM 

INSTRUCTOR:

Bill Snider  Office: 4-206  (407) 582-5459  (Comm Dept - ext. 1313) bsnider@valenciacollege.edu

TEXT:


A Pocket Guide to Public Speaking (4ed) by O’Hair, Rubenstein & Stewart (2013)
Additional readings, activities and assignments for this section are through “Blackboard” (BB). 








DESCRIPTION:
 SPC 1608, Fundamentals of Speech, explores the principals of oral communication common to speaking and listening. It emphasizes listening techniques and the preparation and delivery techniques for extemporaneous speaking.

CLASS POLICIES:  

Attendance:

Class attendance is an important part of this course as much material comes from outside sources.  Students are expected to attend, be punctual and attentive in all classes and on-line assignments. Taking good notes will help you remember the material presented. Missing more than 4 classes will be considered excessive and may result in being withdrawn from the course.

Withdrawal:

The VCC policy will be followed: a student may request a ‘W’ until 11/1. Please see your instructor and/or counselor prior to withdrawing.

Prerequisites:

A basic understanding of outlining is assumed.  Appropriate college level content and English competency (spelling, grammar, articulation) is expected. It is unacceptable to use any form of IM/texting/Twitter or other forms of electronic vernacular on formal assignments. There will be grade reduction on substandard work.

Speeches:

It will always be a good idea to review the requirements for each speech on the syllabus when preparing for it.  You are free to speak on any topic you choose, so long as the topic development is of appropriate depth for that assignment.  I will not assign topics but I will gladly help you find a topic for your speech.  A successful speech, the fluent delivery of well organized material, is the result of preparation that stresses analysis of content as well as practiced delivery.

Blackboard Submissions:All Blackboard (BB) assignments must be submitted through the ‘Submit’ area of the assignment. I strongly suggest that a student develop their answer on a word processor to allow for revisions and to have a record of the work, then copy/paste into the ‘Submit’ box in BB. A copy can also be attached at that point, but it must be formatted as a ‘.doc,’ ‘.docx’, or ‘.pdf’ file. Improper submissions are subject to grade reduction.
Penalties:

SPEECH TYPE: Failure to meet the requirements of an assignment (speech type, research, etc.) will result in a penalty of up to 10% for each infraction.

TIME: 3% for each 15 seconds; after 1 min. of overtime I will signal “TIME”, at which point the speech WILL END IMMEDIATELY and incur a total of 15% reduction for time.

DISTRACTION: any action that interrupts and/or may distract a fellow student’s presentation will incur a 10% reduction of their assignment grade for each infraction.  Very simply, show respect for each other.
Late/Make-up/

Rewrites:
A student will be allowed a total of 2, in any combination, of late, make-up, and rewritten assignments prior to the Final Exam. The rare exception must be pre-approved by the instructor. Any/all assignment(s) due at the Final Exam period are to be considered the Final Exam and, as such, cannot be accepted late. A late assignment, even though accepted, is still subject to the late penalties described below. After a student has used both of their ‘passes’ no subsequent late assignments will be accepted and a grade of “0” (zero) will be recorded for that assignment. 

LATE SPEECHES: Students are expected to speak on their assigned day. Any submission after speeches have begun will be deemed as late.  Late speeches will be heard at the convenience of the class and are subject to a maximum of a 20% point penalty for that assignment. If the late speech is not given when called upon the second time, a grade of “0” will be assigned and the associated ‘late’ will be forfeited. Only ONE speech is eligible for late/make-up submission.

LATE SPEECH SUPPORT: Each speech will have specific supportive material associated with that assignment. These items may include, but are not limited to, the Purpose Statement, outline, speaker’s notes, Works Cited, and/or copies of original documentation.  Please be aware of the specific requirements set forth for that particular speech for your class.  Since these are so integral to the development and delivery of your speech it is very important to turn them in when required; late submissions will be assessed a 50% penalty (i.e. half credit).

LATE PAPERS: Papers are due as assigned.  A 2 point penalty will be assessed if turned in that day, an additional 3 points for each calendar day thereafter. 

REWRITE: Rewrite(s) of papers OR Works Cited page must be completed prior to the Final Exam.  Two thirds (2/3) of the additional points will be added to the original grade. 
Grading:

A total of 800 points are possible to earn for this class; letter grades are apportioned in 10% steps:       720 - 800 = A, 640 - 719 = B, 560 – 639 =C, 480 – 559 = D, below 480 = F

Speeches: 500                            (Opinion =100, Informative =200, Persuasive= 200)  




Speech Support: 55                    (Opinion=10, Informative=20, Persuasion=25)

Written Evaluations: 65             (Opinion=20, Informative=20, Persuasion=25)

BB formal assignments: 180      (6@30: Spin Doctors, Scrambled Speech, 4 papers)

Plagiarism:

Academic honesty is expected (Valencia catalog, student handbook).

It is unethical to use as your own a speech, outline or test prepared in whole or in part by someone else.  To do so is cause for penalization which may result in failing the course.  It is unethical to abstract a speech totally from a single source and pretend that it is your own work.  Any sources must be properly cited in the body of the speech.  The best speeches do not rely on a single source but represent ideas formed, refined and supported from several different sources.

IMPORTANT NOTE: This syllabus and calendar is a proposed design for this class, and every attempt will be made to follow it.  However, the instructor reserves the right to make alterations of assignments (or the timing there of), deadlines, and/or grading in an effort to enhance the learning potential of students within the constraints of the semester.

	CLASS PERIOD
	 TOPICS and/or ASSIGNMENTS MADE
	READING &/or ASSIGNMENT DUE

	
	
	

	T 8/27
	Intro, Communication Orientation
	Ch 1

	R 8/29
	Core Concepts: SMCRE,Linear>Transactional
	BB Reading #1,#2

	TR 9/3,5
	Information Processing: Capacity, FoE,Perception
Assigned: 9/5 BB Assignment #1
Helping Speaker, Creativity
	Ch 5


	
	
	

	TR 9/10,12*
	Source Credibility
Assigned: 9/12 BB Assignment #2
	BB Assign#1 9/12 Ch 4,10 

 BB reading #3 

	TR 9/17,19*
	Topic Selection, Purpose Statement, Intro/Body/Conclusion
OPINION SPEECH Assigned 9/17
Assigned: 9/19 BB Assignment #3
	Chs 2,6-8,12,13,15  BB Reading #4A&B
BB Assign#2 9/19
 

	TR 9/24,26*
	Delivery Style, Anxiety Management
	Chs. 3,14,16-19 

BB Reading#5 A,B,C

BB Assign#3 9/26

	9/28* (SAT)
	*On-Line Only*(No on-campus meeting) BB Assignment #4-OPTIONAL- OPINION SP draft
	BB Assign#4 9/28

	
	
	

	TR 10/1*,3*
	OPINION SPEECH (2-3 min, Purpose Statement)
	OPINION SPEECH 

	 
	Assigned: 10/1 BB Assignment #5
	on Assigned Day

	
	
	

	T 10/8,10,15
	Informative Speaking: Introduction, Types, Tools
INFORMATIVE SPEECH Assigned 10/15
	Chs. 11,23  

BB reading #6,7A&B Assign#5 10/8

	R 10/17
	College Night, no classes on West Campus
	

	TR 10/22,24
	Informative Speaking: Tools, Presentational Aids
BB assignment #6-OPTIONAL -INF draft- 10/22
	Chs 9,20,21,22

	10/26 (SAT)
	*On-Line ONLY*(no class meeting) BB assignment #6-OPTIONAL -INF draft
	BB Assign#6 10/26

	TR 10/29*,31*

T 11/5* 
	INF SPEECHES (w/VA, 4-5 min, 3 APA citations) Assigned:10/29 BB Assignment #7
	INF SP given on Assigned Day

	
	
	

	R11/7

TR 12*,14

TR 19,21

 
	Persuasion: Definition, Toulmin Model, Types of Claims, General Strategies, ELM, Caildini, Fear Appeals
PERSUASIVE SPEECH Assigned 11/7

BB Assignment #8 Assigned: 11/19
	Ch 24

BB reading #8 ABC BB Assign#7  11/12

	 
	
	 

	T 11/26*
	*On-Line ONLY* (NO on-campus meeting)

 BB assignment #8-OPTIONAL- PER draft
	BB Assign# 8 11/26

	R 11/28
	Thanksgiving Holiday—College Closed, no classes 
	

	T 12/3
	Review Persuasion,  Approved Make-up Speeches
BB Assignment #9 Assigned 12/3
	

	R 12/5* and Final Exam Pd: T 12/10 5:00P
	PERSUASIVE SPEECH (topic related to INF, 4-6 min, 4 APA citations, VA optional)

** On-Line**  BB Assignment#9
	PER SP given on Assigned Day 

BB Assign #9 12/10 at 5:00 PM

	
	
	

	NOTE:
	Calendar may be altered if needed, keep up to date
	


 Student Responsibilities - A Recipe for Success:

1) Attend class, do the assigned readings, take good notes, complete ALL assignments on time
2) Keep a copy of all work submitted and all work returned for your personal records

3) You are responsible for any and all content, assignments and announcements made when you are absent from class

4) HONOR CODE - do the right thing, be ethical and honest in your efforts. Cheating and plagiarism in any form is a violation of the trust we put in you; allowing, aiding, facilitation of, and/or not reporting cheating is also a violation of the code.  BE HONORABLE







4) Be a STUDENT - not an attendee

Motivation to do well - your personal motivation and attitude can put a positive tone on ANY class

Focus on the class - personal electronics (music, texting, IM, etc) divert your attention away from the class, so do not use them; sleeping, doing homework or studying for another class is better done elsewhere. I will ask that you leave the room if it distracts me and/or other students in the class.

Participate - ask questions, challenge, offer examples and/or counter examples

Explore the WORLD outside of class - develop connections, use things you know to help you understand things you don’t

Assignments done on time; thoughtfully and correctly

4) Become actively AWARE - not a passive passenger

Read - newspapers, magazines

Watch the news, analytical programs

Listen to talkradio - even to argue with it






Discuss and Probe - to sharpen your ideas, analysis and language

4) Be RESPECTFUL to your PEERS – Don’t disrupt the learning of others





Tardy - if you are late, minimize the disruption of your entrance

In/Out - the class is not a revolving door, take care of personal issues prior to class

Phones/Personal Electronics - turned off, or on vibrate; are NOT to be answered in class under ANY circumstance, NO texting, IMs, surfing
Talking off topic - is a distraction to the entire class

SPEECH EVALUATION FORM

Speech Type:                             
Purpose Statement:

	 
	 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	 

	Introduction: Attention
	not exciting      not relevant
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	exciting,  relevant

	Introduction: Preparation
	no preparation   no salience
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	preparation and salience

	Organization
	weak structure  loss of control
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	clear delineation, logical flow

	Idea Development
	superficial; weak re: thesis
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	reflects precise analysis, depth

	Evidence & Support
	assertions or outdated; DNA
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	novel, relevant, plausible; cited

	Logic and Reasoning
	incomplete chain; fallacies
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	incorporates data and synthesizes

	Language
	powerless; weak grammar, vocab
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	precise, active,  intense, powerful

	Transitions
	abrupt, forced, redundant
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	smooth movement between ideas

	Visual Aids
	trivial, propish; weak interaction
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	clear, purposeful,  good interaction

	Conclusion
	 no summary,   mood, or impact
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	summarizes with impact and mood

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Eye Contact
	reading and/or  disorientation
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	rapport and emphasis

	Articulation
	weak, difficult to understand
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	clear and precise

	Fluency
	nonfluencies, improper rate
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	smooth flow, good and varied rate

	Vocal Variation
	little variation,  low involvement
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	accentuation, high involvement

	Gestures
	not expressive, low involvement
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	natural, dynamic,  high involvement

	Speaker's Posture
	not immediate,  low credibility
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	immediate, intense, high credibility

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	OVERALL EFFECT (Content & Delivery)
	no impact, trite, low involvement, low SC
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	impactual, significant, involved  provocative, w/SC


                                                         Penalties Assessed:                     TIME: _________


Assign Met? ______                 TOTAL


                                                   POINTS: _______


Late Speech ______


Time Limits ______

CRITERIA for GRADING SPEECHES

      ‘If the words and delivery are powerful, they echo down the centuries’

                    Maya Angelou, in “The Power of Speech”

     The Speech Evaluation Form is designed to critique the specific elements of a formal speech.  It is the student’s responsibility to provide and deliver an original formal speech as a basis for evaluation and grading.  Some elements of a presentation may not be appropriate for a formal speech and, as such, are ‘off the form’ and incur a 10 point penalty for each category impacted.  For example, reading a speech with only a few glances at the audience does not meet the minimal standards for ‘Eye Contact’. Additionally, writing an introduction as a lead-in (excuse) to read a poem, narrative, or story written by someone else because “it explains how I feel...” is a dramatic performance, not a speech. This circumstance also raises a legal issue because it violates current copyright laws which forbid this type of usage (of more than a single stanza or 250 words) EVEN IF PROPERLY CITED.  Lack of structure, superficial content, and extremely poor posture are among other factors that may fail to meet the basic concepts of delivering a formal speech.
     Overall, remember that an effective speech is a combination of both content and style.  With adequate preparation, planning, research and practice, thoughtful and well organized material can be presented with a fluent, expressive, and extemporaneous delivery style.  A speech is an original creation that reflects your ideas and personality.  It is NOT a dramatic recitation of another’s words, nor is it an original essay (or paper) that is read with minimal nonverbal cues and a few glances at the audience.

     To get the best grade, you want to keep every point that you earn on a speech.  Protect yourself by making sure that you DO NOT GIVE POINTS AWAY!!! To avoid being penalized: meet the requirements of the particular assignment at hand, practice to stay within the time limits, turn in a proper Purpose Statement for your speech, and comply with any documentation, support, or other ‘paperwork’ components of the assignment.

A “C” speech would be best described as a ‘decent’ speech - it has acceptable content and style. 

While there is nothing particularly outstanding about this speech, likewise, there is nothing fundamentally poor in its execution either. The marks on the speech evaluation form will be a mix of some ‘3's’ and a few more ‘4's’.  Some general standards:

1) conforms to the assignment and time limits

2) has an attention-getting introduction that connects with the audience

3) clear and well organized speech body

4) conclusion that summarizes entire speech






5) appropriate vocabulary

6) clear articulation

7) good posture that allows natural and expressive gestures

8) avoids distractive nonverbal and excessive nonfluencies

9) uses notes, and has eye contact with audience about 50% of the time - not a          series of short glances at the end of phrases or sentences 

A ”B” speech is a ‘good’ speech. A speech earns a “B” when both content AND style are strong or when one dimension is outstanding and the other is not (great content & decent style; decent content & great style). The speech evaluation form will have a lot of “4’s” and a few ‘5's’. It meets all of the “C” points and:

1) introduction is provocative and has a clearly stated preview

2) stimulating content that challenges the audience to think with greater depth

3) signposts and smooth transitions are present

4) powerful vocabulary adds impact to points

5) vocal, facial, and nonverbal variation enhance delivery

6) minimal use of notes, eye contact is primarily at audience (60 - 75%) and               looking at notes is the ‘exception’ rather than the ‘rule’.

And here is the grade we want to strive for: 
An “A” denotes a superior speech that has outstanding content AND style. Scores on the speech evaluation form are mostly “5's”.  It meets all of the “B” criteria and adds the following:

1) introduction has a creative flair

2) content reflects superior insight, analysis, and high quality support

3) expands audience knowledge base, thoughtfully addresses counter-arguments

4) demonstrates integration of relevant communication theories into the speech

5) vivid and powerful vocabulary prevails, including signposts

6) uses rhetorical devices to maximize comprehension, retention, and impact

7) variations in tone, mood and pace/speed add to overall dynamic style

8) powerful conclusion leaves audience with a lasting impact/impression

9) minimal, subtle, and inconspicuous use of notes; just a few glances at them

There are some grades that we don’t want to get:
A “D” or “F” grade reflects a speech that is substandard and lacking in many ways. In a sense, a student ‘earns’ a “D” or “F” just as they can ‘earn’ an “A” - it is the quality of the preparation and presentation of the speech.  This is because I view every speech as starting in the “C”

 range (which is a decent speech that meets the assignment) and then the actual presentation can move in either direction from that starting point.  The higher grades come from doing more than a “C” requires while the lower grades do less.  Speeches that reflect some thoughtful and honest preparation/ practice that meet the provisions of the assignment rarely (almost never) get one of these lower grades. However, speeches that are silly, superficial and trite in content; disorganized; delivered poorly; and/or do not meet (or may violate) the requirements of the assignment are indicative of a careless and insincere approach to the speech and almost always result in a low grade. Along the same lines, a “C” (or better) speech can become a lower grade if penalty points are assessed against your base score.  This usually occurs when speeches go over or under the time limits, are late, and/or are lacking a purpose statement, works cited, etc.  Remember, you want to earn every point you can get on a speech, and that you want to keep them all so...DO NOT GIVE POINTS AWAY!!!

GRADE CALCULATOR

How am I doing so far in this course?

It is always a good idea to keep abreast of your progress in a course so that you can have a valid estimate of your grade to that point. You can use this information to help you focus your energies to be successful.  This information is good to have throughout the semester, not just at the midterm and final grade points, so keep current with your “My Grades” area on Blackboard.
Your calculations of your estimated grade at midterm will constitute your midterm notification, it is your responsibility to take advantage of this opportunity.  If you have any confusion, please see me for clarification of your grades or verification of your estimate.

The midterm date for this semester is ________.  (see class policies)

Your grade records:

Assignment
   Grade
Total

_________     ______      ______


_________     ______      ______


_________     ______      ______


_________     ______      ______


_________     ______      ______


_________     ______      ______


_________     ______      ______


_________     ______      ______


_________     ______      ______


_________     ______      ______


_________     ______      ______


